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Charts of Library Service in the State 








MISSISSIPPI STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION 


The State Library Commission was created by an act of the Legislature 
in 1926 to give assistance and advice to all libraries in the state, com- 
munities which propose to establish libraries, all persons interested in 
establishing and administering libraries, and individuals and study clubs 
in the state. 


The Commission may operate traveling libraries, free of cost, except 
for transportation. It may publish booklists and circulars of information. 
The Commission shall each year obtain from all libraries in the state 
reports showing the condition, growth, development, and manner of con- 
ducting such libraries. 


The State Library Commission has excellent tools which enable the 
secretary to give advice in book selection, outlines for instruction in the 
use of books and libraries, library planning and administration. The sec- 
retary will be glad to assist in actual organization of libraries by personal 
visits and correspondence. 


The pian for the Mississippi program for 1936-1937 is to make a 
careful survey and study of public, county, school, college, and university 
libraries; also to make an investigation of the type of library service pro- 
vided in state and charitable institutions. This survey will be made by cor- 
respondence and personal visits of the secretary. Visits will be made to 
every county in the state, where contacts will be with librarians, county 
superintendents, members of boards of supervisors, and principals and 
superintendents of schools. 


The purpose of the survey is to find out the present status of the 
libraries in Mississippi; to build up personal contact between the state 
agency and school and public libraries which will prove to be most valuable 
in the development of a state program; and to provide information as a 
guide to the future development of a unified program. 
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES, JULY-DECEMBER 1936 


Administrative: 


The duties of the secretary as outlined by the State Library Commission 
are as follows: The secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of 
the Commission; and accurate accounts of its financial transactions; shall 
have charge of its work in organizing new libraries; and have all general 
administrative duties incident to carrying on the work of the Commission. 
At the quarterly meeting, held July 20, 1936, of the State Library Com- 
mission, the above plan for the development of library service in Mississippi 
was presented by the secretary and approved by the Commission. The 
secretary began immediately to draw up forms for statistical reports and 
mailed a copy to every type of library in the state. The state was carefully 
mapped out for the field trips, each month the secretary spends from eight 
to ten days in the field where a very comprehensive study is made of every 
type of library service found. Reports of these trips are written up and 
filed alphabetically by county. Many routine duties such as taking inventory, 
supervising the typing and filing of duplicate cards for the collection, 
conferences with individuals, weeding the vertical file, writing publicity 
articles, appearing on programs, checking book orders, cataloging and 
supervising the typing of catalog cards, drawing up plans for quarterly 
meetings, compiling; statistical reports, making booklists, have been done 
by the secretary. There is a very detailed monthly report sent to each 
member of the Commission at the end of each month. 


Correspondence: 


817 letters and reports mailed. 
459 letters and reports received. 
There are many circulars to be classified and filed. 


Field Trips: 


The secretary has visited thirty counties since the first of August 1936. 
One hundred and forty interviews have been held on these trips. 


Book Collection: 


The collection consists of 4,100 volumes, 252 of which are basic library 
reference tools in the office of the secretary; 3,848 volumes are being cir- 
culated by the WPA Project, under the direction of Miss Elizabeth Robinson. 
The WPA Project has a collection of 2,939 volumes, making a total 
collection of 6,787 volumes. 


Circulation: 


July-December 1936, 12,362. 
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PUBLIC AND COUNTY LIBRARIES 


Libraries Reports Population Registered Circulation Volumes Support County 


Received Service Area Borrowers 


579,885 58,466 


30 26 


Average Total Population 
28 percent in service area 
.02 registered borrowers 
.46 volumes lent annually 
.14 of volumes per capita 
.02 per capita support 


of City Support 
930,620 285,938 $32,161.63 $8,600 
Average White Population 
58 percent service area 
.05 registered borrowers 
.9 volumes lent annually 
.2. volumes per capita 
.04 per capita support 


COUNTY LIBRARIES 


County Population Percent 
Negro 
Coahoma 46,327 77 
Jones 41,492 26 
Lauderdale 52,748 40 


Volumes Registered Circulation Cost 
Borrowers 
49,250 5,337 167,982 $11,232 
23,000 1,500 45,548 $ 3,400 
36,982 10,056 83,182 $ 4,800 


Counties Giving Support to Public and County Libraries: 


NII 5s. ccnncdomadtontonseuonsncanel $ 300 
Coahoma  ........ SI ee: 3,600 
RII ic bicanicnninsieiidecinaldeeimasiconseisscbe 600 
ES ESR eee eer eee een 1,000 
Lafayette ..... pulcesintesiddidedguinesindpiiaae Rent 
REE ee 1,500 
SII ccuscottncisnisntitacapsicianetioasnpenes 600 
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. | ENE Not Reported 
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13 Counties reporting aid out of the 26 reports received. 


28 Counties have public libraries or Association libraries. 


54 Counties do not have permanent library programs. 


3 Counties pay $1,000 and above, the amount set by the American 
i Library Association in order for the library to qualify as a county 


library. 


2 Counties give service to Negroes, Coahoma and Lauderdale Counties. 


A public library has been defined as one which receives a part of 
its support from a governmental unit, such as a city, township, school 
district, or county. These governmental units are creatures of the state 
and derive their power from the state. Authority for the governmental 
unit to contribute to the support of libraries must therefore be specifically 
stated in the legal structure of the state. Legal status may be conferred 
on a library by constitutional provision, legislative enactment, or through 
provision of a charter from the state either to the library itself or to a 
local government. Dr. C. B. Joeckel states that the legislative basis of 





% 











“< 











the public library is particularly important, since it affects such vital 
measures as financial support, method of organization, duties and powers. 
The law pertaining to the establishment of public libraries in Mississippi 
is as follows: In the Code of 1930, Section 2438, Chapter 50, the additional 
powers of cities and towns the seventh is: Public Library—To maintain one 
or more libraries for public use, and to regulate the use thereof. 


County libraries may be established by action of the supervisors, or 
other county governing body, or by popular vote. The county may contract 
with an existing public library for service to the entire county. The county 
library may be under the supervision of the governing boards of the 
county, or of an appointive special library board. From observation, it is 
the opinion of the secretary that in order to have adequate library service 
in Mississippi, it will be necessary for a number of the counties in Missis- 
sippi to organize on a regional basis. There are 46 counties in Mississippi 
with an assessed valuation of less than $5,000,000. There is no general 
county library law in Mississippi. The law pertaining to county aid in 
Mississippi is as follows: Code of 1930, Section 290 (j), Chapter 9: The 
board of supervisors of each county are hereby authorized in their discre- 
tion to donate a sum not to exceed three hundred dollars per annum toward 
the support and maintenance of one or more public libraries situated in 
the county. In any county whose total assessed valuation, including rail- 
roads and all public utilities, is more than eighteen million dollars, the 
board in its discretion may appropriate a sum not to exceed three thousand 
dollars per annum for public libraries. 


On July 23, 1936, statistical reports were mailed to each of the thirty 
public libraries in the state. Reports have been received from 26 libraries. 


According to the census report of 1930, the total population of Mis- 
sissippi is 2,009,821. Of this number 50.2 percent, or 1,008,930, are Negroes. 
The 30 libraries are located in 28 counties. Two counties, Chickasaw and 
Harrison, each, have two public libraries. Thirteen of the 26 libraries re- 
porting are located in towns of less than 5,000. The population within the 
service area is 579,885. Two counties reported library service to Negroes— 
Coahoma and Lauderdale. The total Negro population of these counties 
is 56,770. 

STATE LIBRARY SERVICE 


Agencies Reports Volumes Manuscripts Newspaper Pamphlet Budget Salaries 
File File 


3 3 69,573 500,000 2,000 5,000 $18,002.25 $12,390 
State Library: 


The State Library of Mississippi is a Special Reference Law Library, 
serving the members of the Legislature, Supreme Court, and the lawyers 
throughout the state. The material is available to any person in the state, 
provided they come to the library for service. The State Librarian , is 
elected by a joint vote of the House and the Senate for a period of four 
years. All the laws pertaining to the administration of the State Library, 
the duties of the Executive Board of the library, the duties and require- 
ments of the state libratian, are outlined in the Constitution of 1890. 
Archives and History: 








The Mississippi Archives and History was established in 1902. It was 
one of the first state supported historical departments in the United States 
to demonstrate the great importance of such work as an educational and 
cultural influence. This department’s work touches directly the homes and 
schools of the state. Since its establishment, 15,000 volumes of historical 
publications have been distributed to the people of the state without cost 
to them. 


This department originated the idea of a State Hall of Fame, which 
has been adopted by so many other states. The portraits in its collection 
represent a value of $250,000 and these works of art have been assembled 
without cost to the state. 


The department is the official repository of the accumulated Archives 
of Mississippi from 1678, consisting of an immense collection of priceless 
manuscripts. These have been arranged and classified for business, historical 
and administrative purposes and are used by historical students, scholars, 
and lawyers of the entire United States. 


The State Museum is one of the divisions of the Archives and History’s 
work. From a cultural standpoint, it is considered the most outstanding in 
the South. Its Hall of Historical Flags has no equal in this country. A 
valuation of $25,000 has been placed upon it by the appraisiers representing 
the Federal Government. 


This department is officially charged with the duty of preserving and 
publishing the record of the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Depart- 
ments of the State Government. The Archives and History has been under 
the direction of Dr. Dunbar Rowland since it was first established. 


COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 





Libraries Reports Enroll t Vol Budget Salaries Prof. Assistants Book 
in 1935-36 Salaries Budget 
10 8 5,108 237,262 $51,902.70 $14,850 $7,800 $15,487.14 


There are 9 senior colleges and the State University in Mississippi. 
Seven of the 8 reporting gave enrollment of the present school year, 6 of 
the libraries report an orientation course in the use of the library with 
the Freshman class. Two colleges report a course in library science of 6 
semester hours. Eight report a total of 137 newspapers and 1,495 periodicals. 
Six of the 8 reported book budgets, the total amount is $15,487.14. There 
are 10 professional assistants and 70 student assistants. Seven of the 8 
reporting $14,350 paid to the chief librarians, one library included entire 
staff. Five reporting $7,800 paid to professional assistants, making a total 
of $22,150 for professional service. It is difficult to estimate student help 
since some are paid by the NYA and others are paid by scholarships. Of 
the 5,108 enrolled, 82 are graduate students. 


JUNIOR COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


Libraries Reports Enrollment in 1935-36 Volumes Budget Salaries Book Budget 
20 16 2,143 63,345 $21,216.15 $10,848 $3,713.39 





According to the Educational Directory of 1936, there are 20 Junior 
Colleges in the State of Mississippi. Reports were received from 16 of 
these colleges, only 10 colleges reported present enrollment. Twelve of the 
16 reported the total budget. Some of the colleges did not include the 
salaries of the staff in the budget. Twelve of the 16 reported salaries. 
The $10,848 is the total of the salaries of the chief librarians. Only one 
Junior College reported a professional assistant. The other assistants 
included students, some paid by the NYA, others being given scholarships; 
therefore it is very difficult to give an accurate statement of the total 
salaries paid. Eleven of the 16 reported book budgets. The $3,713.39 does 
not include money spent for periodicals. In some cases only the number of 
periodicals were reported; therefore, it was difficult to make an accurate 
statement of total amounts spent for periodicals. Fifteen of the 16 re- 
ported a total of 108 newspapers. Fourteen of the 16 reported a total of 
490 periodicals. 


NEGRO COLLEGE LIBRARIANS 


Libraries Reports Enrollment in 1935-36 Volumes Budget Salaries Book Budget 
6 5 679 32,011 $6,759.91 $2,786 $2,912.71 


The Educational Directory for 1936 lists 6 Negro Colleges in Mis- 
sissippi. Five reported. The four reporting salaries of head librarians 
totaled $2,786. One professional assistant reported, 10 student assistants. 
Four out of 5 reporting number of volumes. Three out of the 5 reporting 
679 enrolled. Four reported a total of 200 periodicals, 3 reported a total 
of 32 newspapers. 


LIBRARIES HIGH SCHOOLS ACCREDITED BY SOUTHERN 


ASSOCIATION 
Libraries Reports Enrollment Volumes Salaries . Book Budget 
Received in 1935-36 
67 67 20,183 161,152 $52,053.60 $22,290.41 


There are 347 accredited schools in the State of Mississippi, 77 of this 
number are accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schools. Ten of the schools accredited by the Southern Association 
are included in the Junior College report. Forms for the statistical reports 
were mailed to the high schools October 1. To date 42 reports have been 
received by the State Library Commission from the 77 schools accredited 
by the Southern Association. Through the courtesy of E. R. Jobe, Supervisor 
of Secondary Schools, the secretary was able to complete the statistical 
reports for the 77 high school libraries accredited by Southern Association. 
Thirty-three reports have been received from the 270 schools accredited by 
the State Accrediting Commission. In the study of the libraries of Missis- 
sippi, the secretary is placing special emphasis upon the elementary school 
library. To date 75 reports of the elementary school libraries have been 
received. It is hoped that the schools will return these reports at the 
earliest date possible in order for the secretary to be able to make a com- 
plete chart of every type of library service in the state. It will be im- 
possible under present: conditions for the secretary to visit the schools not 
located in the county seat. 








Twenty-one of the 67 librarians in the high schools have academic de- 
grees and a degree in library science from a standard library school. Five 
have thirty or more hours in library science but do not have an academic 
degree, 87 have an academic degree with some library training, 4 do 
not have an academic degree but have some library training. Very few of 
the schools reported the record of circulation. The $22,290.41 in the above 
summary represents the money spent for books and supplies. 


SUMMARY 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
Libraries Reports Enrollment Librarians Professional Volumes Budget 
Service Area Assistants Total 
City & Co. 
30 26 579,885 26 10 285,938 930,620 $40,761.63 
STATE LIBRARY SERVICE 
Libraries Reports Enrollment Librarians Professional Volumes Budget 
Assistants 
3 3 3, 3 69,573 $18,002.25 
UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGES 
Libraries Reports Enrollment Librarians Professional Volumes Budget 
Assistants 
10 8 5,108 8 10 237,262 $51,902.70 
JUNIOR COLLEGES 
Libraries Reports Enrollment Librarians Professional Volumes Budget 
Assistants 
20 16 2,143 18 1 69,345 $21,216.15 
NEGRO COLLEGES 
Libraries Reports Enrollment Librarians Professional Volumes Budget 
Assistants 
6 5 679 4 1 32,011 $ 6,759.91 


HIGH SCHOOLS ACCREDITED BY SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION 


Libraries Reports Enrollment Librarians Volumes Budget 
67 67 20,183 67 161,152 $74,354.01 
TOTAL 
136 125 126 25 855,281 $212,966.65 
Average Total Population Average White Population 
10 percent capital support .21 per capita support 
.42 volumes per capita .85 volumes per capita 
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PERSONNEL 


The greatest progress in the development of library service in the 
state for the past five years has been in the personnel. In 1930 there was 
no one in library service who held both an academic degree and a degree 
in library science from a standard library school. The classified directory 
of the personnel of the libraries in the State of Mississippi, compiled re- 
cently by the secretary, shows the following facts: There are 151 librarians 
in the state; of this number 4 have an A.B. and M.A. degree and a B.S. 
in Library Science; 3 have an A.B. degree and a M.A. degree in Library 
Science; 2 have A.B. and M.A. degrees with some training in library 
science; 39 have an A.B. degree with a B.S. in Library Science; 42 have 
an A.B. degree with some library training; 13 have no academic degree 
but have some library training; 32 have no library training or academic 
degree but have a number of years’ experience; 6 have an A.B. degree 
but have no library training. The classification of ten professional as- 
sistants could not be determined by information given in reports. 
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